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Introduction

This book is a companion to The Eagle 53 Guitarist Lush
Chords. Lush chords are both strong and clearly rooted. Chords
that are not lush, but have an overall strength value of 0.4 or
higher, I call Jazz chords. There are 823 Jazz chords described in
this book. I consider Jazz chords to be inferior to lush chords but
they are definitely useful and very versatile in the right context.

For some mathematical background behind my Eagle 53
tuning, a chapter on how to compose in Eagle 53 and a list of 96
scales see the earlier Lush Chords book.

I had thought for a long time that any chord should be
good if every possible pair of notes in the chord made a good
harmony interval. It seems to me now that I was wrong. I have
tested a lot of chords where all the possible pairs of notes
sounded good (in harmony) but the whole chord overall sounded
unacceptable. If the overall strength of a chord is less than 0.4 I
won't use it, even if all the intervals in the chord are good. This
has to do with periodicity (see the companion Lush Chords book).

223 six-note chords are listed first. Obviously all six
strings are used. Next are 220 five-note chords, 98 of these are on
the EADGB strings and the other 122 are on the ADGBE strings.
Next are 374 four-note chords. 146 chords on the EADG strings.
99 chords on the ADGB strings and 129 chords on the DGBE
strings. There are nine strongly rooted chords listed as well. Three
of these are lush, I missed them when I compiled the chords for the
Lush book.

I recently decided that 11/5, 11/6, 13/6, 13/7 and 15/7
are unacceptable in chords. They all have a strength value greater
than 0.4 but in each interval there is some significant beating
between the first overtone of the lower note and the fundamental
of the higher note. So chords containing these intervals are, for me,
illegal.



I published two books for pianists in August/September
2020 that list nearly 6,000 chords between them. A number of
these chords contain a 15/7 interval and need to be deleted. I
hope to address this in the future.

Each chord in this book has a list of integers separated by
colons above it. I call these IRCs (Integer Representation of a
Chord). These give a rough idea of how the frequencies of the
notes in a chord relate to each other. If the IRC contains a 7 and
15, or, 14 and 30, or, 21 and 45 the chord is illegal for me. I came
across a few chords with an 8 and 17. 17/8 is close to 15/7 so I
rule these chords out as well.

Sometimes two numbers occur occur in an IRC that do not
correspond to any of the good just harmony intervals I describe in
the Lush book. It turns out, if you look up the cent values of the
relevant notes, that the two numbers are very close to a legal (or
good) harmony interval. So 32/25 is close to 9/7. 20/7 is close to
17/6. 34/30 is close to 8/7. 28/25 is close to 9/8.

There may be a few errors in this book (and the Lush
book). I evaluated and processed thousands of chords and It's
likely I made a few mistakes here and there.

The chords are ordered in such a way that you can look
them up like you look up words in a dictionary. The notes are
ordered E1 to G#1, A2 to G#2, A3 to G#3 and so on.



Chapter One
Six-Note Chords

223 six-note chords...
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Chapter Two
Five-Note-Chords

5-1 to 5-98 are five-note chords on the EADGB strings. 5-

99 to 5-220 are five-note chords on the ADGBE strings.
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Chapter Three
Four-Note Chord

4-1 to 4-146 are four-note chords on the EADG strings.
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Chapter Four
Nine Strongly
Rooted Chords

The first three chords here have an overall strength value
greater than 0.75 (and are strongly rooted) so they are lush chords.
I missed them when I compiled the list of chords for the Lush
book. The other six chords are strongly rooted but not lush
because they have an overall strength value less than 0.75.
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Afterword

For any programmers reading this it would be great to have
a programme where you could enter the notes for the melodic base
(described in the lush book) and all of the good chords whose
notes belong to the melodic base would be listed. If I am right then
every possible chord progression, using only the chords listed,
should be good.

For my next book I intend to choose a melodic base in
Eagle 53 and list the sweeter chords that can be found in it. Then
I'll play these chords on my Eagle 53 guitar and see if my idea is
sound.
www johnsmusic7.com
www.johnsmusic7.com/eagle45.html
www.facebook.com/ groups/eagletuning

John O’Sullivan

26th January, 2021
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